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Sansei chefs create a splash
with their “New Wave”

contemporary sushi and sashimi 

Talent

L’ULU OF A TIME 
Student chefs prepare for 
their annual fundraiser 

LAND PRESERVATION
Discover Hawaii Kai’s 
historical treasure 

HAIL TO THE DUKE
Duke Kahanamoku Beach 
Challenge returns

O A H UO A H U

Support Our Local Farms and Ranches 
FarmLovers Farmers’ Markets showcase fresh, locally-grown products. 

Raw
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IT HAS BEEN NEARLY half a century since the beloved 
Olympic surfer Duke Kahanamoku has passed, yet 
his footprints in the sand still seem to linger along 
the shores of Waikiki. Where the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village now stands, Kahanamoku — including his 
nine siblings and 31 cousins — grew up and played on 
the very shoreline that is now rightfully called Duke 
Kahanamoku Beach. As a way to honor the gentle
giant, the Waikiki Community 
Center (WCC) will host the 
29th Annual Duke Kahanamoku 
Beach Challenge  — a commu-
nity event that features a friendly 
competition among canoe pad-
dlers and stand-up paddle board-
ers, makahiki games, food and 
live entertainment — on April 
13 at the Hilton.    

“To see all the people show up when we start 
the event … phew, boy, I get chicken skin,” says 
Jeff  Apaka, community relations director at WCC. 
“Th is event is so special because it welcomes specta-
tors, as well as participants in the very place where 
Duke and his family lived.”

Kicking off  the festivities at 9 a.m., a double-
hulled canoe will be welcomed by an oli and kahiko 
by Halau Hula ‘O Hokulani, followed by an 

appearance by the grand Hōkūle‘a. At 10 a.m., the 
canoe races, stand-up paddle race, makahiki games, 
Waikiki Market Place and food booths will proceed 
the day’s activities.

As Kahanamoku’s legacy is that of a revered 
waterman and a shining example of the “aloha 
spirit,” the Duke Kahanamoku Beach Challenge 
will recognize this year’s honorees, Billy Richards 

and Kimo Lyman, for their 
exemplary work in the legacy 
of the grand Hōkūle‘a.

“Just to be associated 
with his name is just crazy to 
me,” Lyman says. “It doesn’t 
get any better than the Duke. 
I’m so very honored.”

Entertainment from Jake 
Shimabukuro, Henry Kapono 

and Darren Benitez will also welcome in the gath-
ered crowd. Apaka says that’s when people staying 
at the Hilton for the night start to pour out from 
their lanai to take a peak, but he recommends 
coming down in person.

“Th ere’s nothing like being a part of the Duke 
Kahanamoku Beach Challenge,” Apaka beams. “It 
brings us all together.” 

Visit waikikicommunitycenter.org 

“Just to be 
associated with his 
name is just crazy 
to me. It doesn’t 
get any better

than the Duke.”

| DUKE CHALLENGEmauka 2 makai

The spirit of Duke Kahanamoku
lives on within the canoes of
paddlers and humbled watermen.
By Kristen Nemoto

The spirit of Duke Kahanamoku
lives on within the canoes of

Hail to the Duke

Enjoy a fun-fi lled day 
with family, friends 

and neighbors as the 
Waikiki Community 

Center hosts the 
29th Annual Duke 

Kahanamoku Beach 
Challenge.
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A quick glance at concerts, events and plays this month

APRIL 5-6  As a perfect example of Hawaii’s unique and diverse 
collection of cultures and backgrounds, the 33rd Annual 
Hawaiian Scottish Festival & Highland Games will take place 
at the Ala Moana Beach Park’s McCoy Pavilion, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The festival will feature live Celtic music; a Highland 
Dance Competition with dancers from Scotland, Canada and 
the mainland; a genealogy tent; swordplay; weaving and fencing 
demonstrations; Celtic clothing and jewelry vendors; and all-you- 
can-eat Scottish fare (not forgetting heavy pupu). scotshawaii.org
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Get Artsy 
APRIL 4  

The sound of clip-
clop heels and 
squishy slippers 
will be heard on 
the brick pavement 
sidewalks through-
out Chinatown 
as artists, social-
media-lites, party-
goers and Down-
town happy hour 

seekers will fl ock 
the streets for the 
monthly First Fri-
day festival. Before 
heading out to the 
various art galler-
ies (Arts at Marks 
Garage, Louis Pohl 
Gallery or Red Door 
Artz), grab a drink 
or a bite to eat at 
the long list of local 
and trendy restau-
rants located on 
every corner.
fi rstfridayhawaii.com

CELTIC CELEBRATION 

APRIL 29 After missing in 
action for 16 years from the 

Aloha State, legendary master 
lyricist Bob Dylan will strut 

the stage at the Neal S. Blais-
dell Arena from 7:30 to 

9:30 p.m. For tickets, go to 
bobdylan.com

LYRICIST IN MOTION

APRIL 12-13 

According to the 
American Cancer 
Society, more than 
4,700 people in the 
Hawaiian Islands will 
be diagnosed with 
cancer. In a quest to 
help fi ght against 
the growing number 
statistic, the American 
Cancer Society will 
host a Relay For 
Life fundraiser at 
the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa. 
Starting at 6 p.m. and 
continuing up again 
the next day, everyone 
from caregivers to 
survivors are asked to 
walk around the T.C. 
Ching Athletics Field 
in honor of those who 
have battled against 
cancer. relayforlife.org/

uhmanoahi

RELAY 
FOR LIFE
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