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✽ MAUKA TO MAKAI

The legacy of Earth Day continues to strive 
forward through awareness and education. 
by Kristen Nemoto

During the shifting politi-
cal sands of the ’60s, the 
theme was “peace” and 
“protest.” Even those who 
were ambivalent about 
their country’s quest for 
social justice couldn’t help 
but be tugged and pulled 

through their Cadillacs 
and Mustangs. Air pollu-
tion and recycling were 
terms hardly mentioned on 
the nightly news, let alone 
in a protest movement or 
a dinner conversation with 
the family. 

It wasn’t until 1962 
when ecologist Rachel 
Carson wrote the New 
York Times’ bestseller, 
Silent Spring, that gal-
vanized people to start 
talking about our Earth’s 

from one direction to an-
other. From young lives at 
stake in Vietnam to racial 
discrimination in the heart 
of Selma, Ala., the Earth’s 
condition was in the hands 
and mercy of those who 
were fighting desper-
ately to claim it. Despite 
activists’ efforts in leading 
movement after move-
ment with a megaphone 
in one hand and a poster 
in another, Americans, in 
general, were gulping gas 

Choose Green
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HANDS ON
(Below) Photo of last 
year’s UH Mānoa’s 
planning committee. 
Coordinator Kristen 
Jamieson is con-
stantly looking for 
volunteers. Anyone 
interested can con-
tact her at kejamie@
hawaii.edu.

health and well-being. 
The book helped spark an 
environmental move-
ment regarding the use of 
chemicals and its impact 
on nature, selling more 
than 500,000 copies 
in 24 countries. The 
public began to shift in 
environmental awareness 
and responsibility, some 
no longer ignorant to the 
chemical industry’s indis-
criminate use of pesticides 
and misinformation. 

Through the 1960s, the 
environmental move-
ment gained momentum, 
spurred by Carson’s book 
and Paul R. Ehrlich’s The 
Population Bomb. And 
when 100,000 barrels of 
crude oil spilled into the 
Santa Barbara Channel 
in January 1969, outrage 
emerged. This catastrophic 
event inspired Wisconsin 
U.S. Sen. Gaylord Nelson 
to corral a political agenda 
for a “national teach-in on 
the environment.” 

With the help of then-
Republican U.S. Rep. Pete 
McCloskey, environmen-
talist Denis Hayes and 20 
million Americans who 
took to the streets, parks 
and auditoriums to dem-
onstrate their quest for a 
sustainable environment, 
Earth Day was founded 
on April 22, 1970.

Today, Earth Day 
continues to advocate for 
environmental awareness, 
with continued focus 
on global-warming and 
clean-energy initiatives. 
Thousands of environ-
mental groups across 184 
countries persist in edu-
cating hundreds of mil-
lions of people every day. 
On April 22, the Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i at Mānoa’s 
Student Sustainability 
Coalition of Hawai‘i and 
Sustainable Coastlines 
Hawai‘i proudly present 
their respective annual 
Earth Day celebrations.

 UH Mānoa’s festival 
will include environmen-
tal demonstrations, educa-
tional booths, vegetarian 

food, zero-waste initiatives 
and a free concert. 

Another way to partici-
pate is to join Sustainable 
Coastlines Hawai‘i’s an-
nual beach cleanup, which 
will be held this year at 
Waimanalo Beach Park. 
It’s a great way to get 
involved with the commu-
nity and learn more about 
what we all can do to help 
make Earth Day a daily 
celebration.

For more information 
about Sustainable 
Coastlines Hawai‘i, go to 
www.sustainablecoastlines 
hawaii.org; for informa-
tion about UH Mānoa’s 
Earth Day event, go to 
www.facebook.com/ 
uhmearthday. ✽


