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Olympic � gure skaters want kids to dream big

WHILE MOST CHILDREN under the age of 5 will look to 
Fridays as a kicko�  to their weekend getaway from school, 
Kalihi Kai Elementary’s kindergarten teacher Marcie 
Matsuoka says her students are excited for another reason.

“� ey can’t wait to get their hands on books,” she says, 
referring to the recent Raising a Reader literacy program, 
which provides a take-home bag � lled with books to read 
for each of Matsuoka’s students, along with four other 
kindergarten classes, at Kalihi Kai Elementary. “� e kids are 
just really excited to receive those books. It’s pure enjoyment 
and it’s made them have a more positive outlook on reading.”

Since early March this year, kindergartners from Kalihi 
Kai and Linapuni Elementary School have participated in 
the Always Reading program, a partnership with Raising 
a Reader, which is a nonpro� t dedicated to help families 

practice literacy habits in their child’s early childhood 
education. � rough the e� orts of Olympic gold medalist 
Kristi Yamaguchi’s Always Dream Foundation, Always 
Reading has provided access to hundreds of books and 
electronic book tablets to use throughout the school year.

“Many of our (students’) parents, they’re very busy you 
know,” says Matsuoka, as she noticed many have to keep up 
the pace with working two to three jobs just to be able to 
pay the bills. “� is program allows our kids to have access to 
these books in class and at home. It’s there and ready to use.”

A lover of literature since she was the same age as 
Matsuoka’s students, Yamaguchi is proud to expand the 
Always Reading program to Hawai‘i, which is now the third 
state that the Always Dream Foundation supports along with 
14 schools in California and one school in Arizona. C
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Always Dream
Olympic gold medalists Kristi 
Yamaguchi and Brian Boitano skate 
to support early childhood literacy in 
Hawai‘i  |  By Kristen Nemoto
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 “I remember our parents would 
read to (my sister and I),” Yamaguchi 
smiles. “We did develop a love of 
reading at an early age. I hope to pass 
that on to other children.”

Yamaguchi also hopes to reach 
out to every school on the island, and 
eventually throughout the United States 
— a challenge worth the effort if it 
means providing future generations with 
the necessary tools to succeed.

“We want to build that foundation 
to succeed in school, which translates 
to life,” Yamaguchi beams. “A lot of 
schools don’t have access to books in 
general so if we can provide for them 
and help close that achievement gap, 
that’s our main goal.”

In an effort to help support Always 
Reading in Hawai‘i, Yamaguchi, along 
with Olympic gold medalist Brian 
Boitano and a star-studded cast of 

figure skating champions from North 
America and Japan, stars in Golden 
Moment Hawai‘i — a skating concert 
that will be held at the Neil Blaisdell 
Arena — on Nov. 20 and 21 at 7 p.m. 

As an incentive for kindergarten 
students from Kalihi Kai and Linapuni 
Elementary School to read with their 
parents, those who log up to 500 
minutes of reading time will get up  
to three tickets to attend Golden 
Moment Hawai‘i.

Matsuoka is not only excited 
for her students to be able to have 
the opportunity to attend Golden 
Moment Hawai‘i, she’s most grateful for 
Yamaguchi and friends for making her 
students feel like true stars themselves.

“It’s just so amazing for our kids to 
experience,” Matsuoka says. “It makes 
them feel really special.”     

For more information, visit  
www.alwaysdream.org.C
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“This allows our 
kids to have  

access to these 
books in class and 
at home. It’s there 
and ready to use.”
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