
Santa Claus Returns to Honolulu Hale
Honolulu City Lights will once again brighten the streets of downtown. 
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Some members of the 
Honolulu Boy Choir will sing 
for one last time at the 39th 

annual Merriest Hawaiian 
Christmas performance at 

Central Union Church.
By Kristen Nemoto

Consisting of young 
gentlemen ages 8 to 13-
years-old, the Honolulu 

Boy Choir exemplifi es 
true discipline, dedica-

tion and humility in 
every performance.

Boys to Men NOT MANY PROFESSIONALS can appreciate analogies of a “karate chop” to a falsetto 
note or a reminder not to wear Spiderman “bebadeeze” (underwear) beneath see-
through white slacks on performance day, but the boys of the Honolulu Boy Choir sure 
do. It’s a relatable method that the Honolulu Boy Choir choral director Ka‘imi Pelekai 
has enjoyed teaching his students for nearly 14 years. 

“One of the most important things we teach our boys is self awareness,” says 
Pelekai, the Honolulu Boy Choir choral director and ’91 alumnus. Unlike skills 
learned from a sports team, the real competition, says Pelekai, is fought between 
his students and their own selves. “Th e singing comes second after they learn how 
to behave and stand still. Th at takes a lot of discipline.”

Discipline but with a tinge of “fun,” says Keliikoa Ehia, a 7th grader at Kawa-
nanakoa Intermediate School and 7th year Honolulu Boy Choir veteran. Although 
similar in many ways to sports he has played in grade school, there are some major 
perks with the Honolulu Boy Choir. 

“I got to meet Michelle Obama,” says Ehia, with a smile, referring to the Hono-
lulu Boy Choir’s performance at the November 2011 APEC Spousal Luncheon at 
Kualoa Ranch. “Th at was really cool.” 

Spotlight turns to the Honolulu Boy Choir  
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Among many shows that the boys 
put on each year, a “favorite” yet bitter-
sweet performance will be on Saturday, 
Dec. 14, as the Honolulu Boy Choir 
presents the 39th annual “Merriest 
Hawaiian Christmas” show at Central 
Union Church. Veteran members will 
sing one last time before they “gradu-
ate” from the prestigious program.

“Some of them try to give us their 
falsetto voices still,” laughs Blake Nuibe, 
the executive director of the Honolulu 
Boy Choir. “But we encourage them to 
go on which they eventually do.”

Founded in 1974 by the late 
minister Roy Hallman and his wife 
Nyle, the Honolulu Boy Choir’s 
tuition-free program has accepted 
countless boys who’ve grown to be-
come exemplary young men.

Free and open to the public, the 
“Merriest Hawaiian Christmas” pro-
gram will feature special performanc-
es by the Sounds of Aloha Chorus, 
Nyle Hallman and Jake Shimabukuro.  

As a former choir member, 
Pelekai hopes his students will re-
member their teachings post gradu-
ation; a dream that Roy Hallman 
would have loved to have witnessed.

“(We teach) them to be solely 
responsible for themselves,” Pelekai 
says. “I think that speaks volumes to 
what our kids can become today.”

The singing comes 
second after  

they learn how  
to behave and 

stand still ... That 
takes a lot of 
discipline.
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