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WHERE CALENDAR  WINTER/SPRING 2016
Search the full calendar at wheretraveler.com

HOT 
DATES

www.hawaiisymphony-
orchestra.com

6   ERIN GO BRAGH!> 
MARCH 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
downtown block party. 

7   PRINCE KŪHIŌ > 
MARCH 26 A parade in 
honor of Prince Jonah 
Kūhiō Kalaniana‘ole. www. 
princekuhiofestival.org

 7Great Things 
Not to Miss

1   VINYL COLLECTION> 
JAN. 1618 Pick through 
thousands of vinyl records 
and CDs during a book and 
music sale. www.friendsoft-
helibraryofhawaii.org

2    KING FOR A DAY> 
JAN. 18 Celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Waikīkī. 
www.mlk-hawaii.com

3   RED, RED WINE> 
JAN. 29 Original UB40 
members, Ali Campbell, 
Astro and Mickey Virtue, 
return to the stage for a 
reunion tour. www.ub40.org

HOT 
DATES

FEBRUARY 25-28: ‘Wanderful’ Yoga
Now in its fourth year, Wanderlust O‘ahu will host its retreat once again at the luxuri-
ous Turtle Bay Resort. Guests will have a variety of events and activities from which to 
choose, including hiking, horseback riding, Speakeasy sessions, a “sea-to-table” dinner 
and, of course, yoga classes by renowned instructors. Whether you’re trying to eat well, 
interested in growing spiritually or looking to catch a great concert, the hope for the 
Wanderlust Festival is to ease your mind and live in the moment. www.wanderlust.com.

There's a
 lot more going 

on this 
Winter/Spring.
Visit us online:

wheretraveler.com

TOP STOPS 
Living up to its reputation 
as the “Gathering Place,” 
O‘ahu off ers a host of ac-
tivities, from live concerts 
to engaging festivals. 

JAN. 8
DISNEY IN CONCERT
Led by conductor Richard 
Kaufman, the Hawai‘i Sym-
phony Orchestra presents 
two nights of beloved 
Disney performances from 
favorite movies such as 
Frozen, The Lion King and 
Aladdin. Live music and four 
vocalists will perform while 
scenes from the Disney 
movie will play in the back-
ground. www.hawaiisym-
phonyorchestra.com 

JAN. 30
YEAR OF THE MONKEY
Firecrackers will pop and 
the dragon will snake 
through the streets of 
Chinatown to mark the 
new lunar year, which 
offi  cially starts on Feb. 8. 
A “Night in Chinatown” 
will feature food booths 
and live entertainment 
on three diff erent stages. 
A parade kicks off  the 
festivities at 3:30 p.m. on 
Richards Street. www.
nightinchinatown.com

MARCH 1113
CULTURAL GATHERING
As it has done for the past 
21 years, the Honolulu 
Festival will continue to 
promote world harmony 
by shedding light on Asia, 
Pacifi c and Hawaiian cul-
tures. Over 130 performers 
from Japan and other 
Asia-Pacifi c countries are 
expected to participate.  
www.honolulufestival.com

4  SING A SONG> 
FEB. 20 An annual concert 
featuring Hawai‘i’s most tal-
ented children and youth 
singers. www.hyoc.org

5   GARDENS OF SPAIN> 
MARCH 1213 Hawai‘i 
Symphony Orchestra 
pays tribute to Spanish 
composer Manuel de Falla. 

E~OAHWM_160100_hotdates.indd   10 11/30/15   12:07:46 PM



(T
H

IS
 P

A
G

E
, 

C
LO

C
K

W
IS

E
 T

O
P

 L
E

F
T

) 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 S

K
Y

 W
A

IK
IK

I;
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 K

A
N

I 
K

A
 P

IL
A

 G
R

IL
LE

 (
2

);
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 B

U
H

O
 Y

 C
A

N
T

IN
A

 (
2

);
 (

O
P

P
O

S
IT

E
 P

A
G

E
) 

©
T

O
R

 J
O

H
N

S
O

N
/H

A
W

A
II

 T
O

U
R

IS
M

 A
U

T
H

O
R

IT
Y

16 W H E R E OA H U  I  W INTER/SPR ING 2016

 WHERE NOW Oahu

BOOKWORM
At 5 p.m. every 
evening, a 
bookshelf within 
the lobby of The 
Modern Hono-
lulu opens up 
to a secret pas-
sageway known 
as The Study. 
Walk in and dive 
into the plush 
white couches 
and trendy chairs 
during nightly 
happy hour from 
5 to 7 p.m.  

LATIN FLAIR
Búho Cocina 
y Cantina—a 
contempo-
rary Mexican 
restaurant—has 
created its own 
niche among the 
glitz and glam-
our of Kalākaua 
Avenue. Monthly 
Cinco de Búho 
parties draw in 
revelers who 
are ready to get 

down and salsa 
the night away.  

SKY’S THE LIMIT
Located on the 
19th fl oor of the 
Waikīkī Busi-
ness Plaza, the 
SKY Waikīkī is a 
7,000-square-
foot venue that 
boasts a pan-
oramic view of 
the city, a 30-foot 
video wall, three 
service bars and 
a SKY Deck that’s 
designed with a 
custom fi re pit.

MUSIC MEDLEY
For a night fi lled 
with local fusion 
cuisine, live local 
entertainment 
and your favorite 
tropical cocktails, 
look no further 
than the Outrig-
ger Reef Waikīkī 
Beach Resort’s 
poolside Kani Ka 
Pila Grille.

Sun’s 
Down
It’s near nightfall in Waikīkī 
and hues of pink and 
orange linger as the sun 
sets below the horizon. 
The temperature, though 
a bit cooler than the day’s 
adventures in the sun, sand 
and surf, is just right for a 
night of dinner, drinks and 
dancing. So whether you’re 
sipping on a cocktail and 
enjoying the skyline views 
from the 19th fl oor of the 
Waikīkī Business Plaza or 
listening to the lilting sound 
of Hawaiian music at Kani Ka 
Pila Grille, an evening out on 
the town may just become 
one of the highlights of your 
vacation. Here are some of 
our favorite hot spots.  

SKY Waikīkī

TRAVEL 
TIP!

Roll—instead of 
fold—your clothes 

when packing.

N I G H T L I F E

E~OAHWM_160100_Where_Now.indd   16 12/1/15   3:15:07 PM
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Light it Up!
If you don’t feel like going out on the 
town to get your festive fill for the  
evening, head out to the shoreline  
near Hilton Hawaiian Village for its 
Friday night fireworks show. It’s best 
viewed from the lagoon’s edge as the 
reflections from the water create a 
stunning rainbow display of colors.

Tiki torches light a 
path along sections 

of Waikīkī beach. 

E~OAHWM_160100_Where_Now.indd   17 11/30/15   12:16:25 PM
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New and Improved
Ala Moana Center’s new 
Ewa Wing features nearly 50 
vendors and retailers, and is 
anchored by Bloomingdale’s, 
Nordstrom (March 2016) and 
FoodLand Farms (summer 
2016). Ala Moana Center, 1450 
Ala Moana Blvd., 808.955.9517, 
www.alamoanacenter.com

Apparel/Accessories
AlohA AinA Boutique—A boutique 

with a fresh and modern perspec-
tive of Hawaii with a variety of local 
products and locally designed apparel 
for women and children. https://www.
facebook.com/alohaainaboutique. 
Royal Hawaiian Center, 2301 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.924.4333.

AnteprimA WireBAg—Vibrant colors, 
textures and fresh elements are part 
of the signature look for these one-
of-a-kind wire bags and accessories. 
Sophisticated yet simple, Anteprima 
bags are perfect for a day at the beach 
or a night on the town. anteprima.com. 
Royal Hawaiian Center, 2201 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.924.0808; Ala Moana Center, 
1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 808.983.3886.

Koi honolulu—This boutique helps 
shoppers make a big statement with 
dazzling celebrity favorites includ-
ing jewelry and apparel by Chan Luu, 
Tylie Malibu, Lauren Moshi, Siwy, Faith 
Connexion and Kippy (to name a few). 
Find your next edgy outfit among their 
tasteful displays. facebook.com/koiho-
nolulu/timeline. Royal Hawaiian Center, 
2201 Kalakaua Ave., 808.923.6888.

leSportSAc—Offers a variety of arm can-
dy such as mini bags, handbags, totes, 
backpacks and travel bags. The retailer 
here offers Hawaii exclusive designs. 
lesportsac.com. Ala Moana Center, 
1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 808.973.6306; 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, 2005 Kalia Rd., 
808.973.6300; Royal Hawaiian Center, 
2301 Kalakaua Ave., 808.971.2920; Wai-
kele Premium Outlets, 94-790 Lumiaina 
St., 808.686.9788

princeSSe tAm-tAm lingerie—Lovely 
lingerie is fashioned out of whisper-
thin chiffon, charmeuse and the like, 
with ribbons and seamless seams 
that ensure a comfortable fit. Find 
European brands such as La Perla and 
Verdissima. lingeriehawaii.com/. Royal 
Hawaiian Center, 2201 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.922.3330.

quiKSilver—The popular surf brand 
represents a casual, healthy lifestyle 
deriving from its board-riding origin. 
The shops feature Quiksilver and Roxy 
clothing, accessories and related prod-
ucts for active, young-minded people. 
quiksilver.com. Quiksilver Water-
man, 226 Lewers St., 808.926.5800; 
Waikiki Beach Walk, 2181 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.921.2793.; Quiksilver Tabora 
Waikiki, 2335 Kalakaua Ave., #103, 
808.923.4084.

E~OAHWM_160100_g-shopping.indd   22 11/30/15   5:23:21 PM



©
a

n
t

h
o

n
y

 c
h

in
g

24   W H E R E OA H U  w inter/spr ing 2016

Reyn’s—Home of the world-famous 
Reyn Spooner aloha shirts, Reyn’s has 
been the local place to shop for the 
best quality aloha wear since 1959. 
reyns.com. Ala Moana Center, 1450 Ala 
Moana Blvd., 808.949.5929; Kahala Mall, 
4211 Waialae Ave., 808.737.8313.

sGH sunGlass Hut—This Miami-based 
sunwear brand was one of the first sun-
glass boutiques to come to Hawaii and 
can now be found globally with over 
2,000 stores. They offer the latest high 
fashion, classic and sport sunglasses to 
fit every face shape and personal style. 
sunglasshut.com. 2113 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.926.0630; Hyatt Regency Waikiki 
Resort & Spa, 2424 Kalakaua Ave., #126, 
808.923.9520; Macy’s Waikiki, 2314 
Kalakaua Ave., 808.923.0406; Royal 
Hawaiian Center, 2233 Kalakaua Ave. 
Building A & B, Level 1, 808.926.7767.

spaRk—Find all things fashion in this 
vintage clothing store, where jeans and 
T-shirts get a second shot at life. Prices 
range from $30-$40. sparkhawaii.com. 
2201 Kalakaua Ave., 808.923.1950.

tommy BaHama—Known for his charm, 
wit and perpetual tan, Tommy Bahama 

is a man who embodies the island life. 
Take cues from his store and shop 
island-inspired clothing, accessories, 
and home furnishings. tommybahama.
com. Ala Moana Center, 1450 Ala 
Moana Blvd., 808.955.8869

toRi RicHaRd—A family-run business 
in Hawaii since 1956, featuring men’s 
aloha shirts as well as aloha wear for 
women and children. toririchard.com. 
Ala Moana Center, 1450 Ala Moana 
Blvd., 808.949.5858; Hyatt Regency, 
2424 Kalakaua Ave., 808.924.1811; 
Hilton Hawaiian Village, 2335 Kalia Rd., 
808.943.9472; Royal Hawaiian Hotel, 
2259 Kalakaua Ave., 808.921.2702.

WesteRn classics—Find a collection of 
Native American-inspired detailing 
and colors in fashion and jewelry, from 
Navajo sterling silver and turquoise 
to cowboy boots and hats.  Royal 
Hawaiian Center, 2201 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.923.1294.

Hawaiiana
Hilo Hattie—You’ll find the largest 

selection of made-in-Hawaii fashions 
and gifts, with free trolley service from 

Waikiki hotels to the flagship store on 
Nimitz Hwy. The trolley departs daily 
every 30 minutes from 8:30 a.m.-5:10 
p.m. hilohattie.com. 700 N. Nimitz 
Hwy., 808.535.6500; Ala Moana Center, 
1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 808.973.3266.

ukulele pua pua—Established first as a 
small internet cafe in Waikiki, Ukulele 
Pua Pua eventually expanded in to 
a retail store with a wide variety of 
ukuleles made in Hawaii, Japan and 
Europe, amongst other places around 
the world. hawaiianukuleleonline.com. 
Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort & 
Spa, 2365 Kalakaua Ave., 808.924.2266; 
Sheraton Waikiki, 2255 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.923.9977.

Health & Beauty
l’occitane—A delightful skincare 

boutique that allows you to immerse 
yourself in the fragrances and sheer 
beauty of France’s Provence region. 
loccitane.com. Ala Moana Center, 1450 
Ala Moana Blvd., 808.949.0800; Royal 
Hawaiian Center, 2233 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.923.0102.

love Renaissance—A Japanese skincare 
line known for their innovative anti-ag-
ing and serum-based natural products 
ranging from cleansers to moisturizers. 
Their mission is to “deliver beauty and 
happiness to everyone in the universe.” 
This is the company’s only boutique 
in the United States. love-renaissance.
com. Royal Hawaiian Center, 2301 
Kalakaua Ave., 808.923.0991.

tHe spa at tHe modeRn Honolulu—A 
full range of services are offered in four 
relaxing treatment rooms along with 
two manicure/pedicure stations. Spa 
guests have access to locker rooms 
with showers and bath amenities. the-
modernhonolulu.com/spa-honolulu-
waikiki. The Modern Honolulu, 1775 Ala 
Moana Blvd., 855.970.4161.

Jewelry/Watches
HaWaiian accessoRies—Ancient Native 

Hawaiians once crafted prized koa 
wood into sculptures of gods, personal 
containers and canoes, exclusive for 
the alii class, or royalty. Today, koa 
is desirable for upscale furniture, 
ceremonial bowls and personal adorn-
ment. Hawaiian Accessories designs 
and crafts koa by hand into necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, and pendants. 
hawaiianaccessories.com. Outrigger 

t h e  G u i d e

Beauty Skin Deep
established in 1998, Love renaissance—a highly acclaimed 
Japanese cosmetic brand—has aimed to “deliver beauty and 
happiness to everyone in the universe” with its signature 
beauty serums, lotions and cleansers. Other than its flagship 
boutique in Osaka, Japan, Love renaissance’s only other loca-
tion is at waikīkī’s royal Hawaiian Center. 2301 Kalākaua Ave., 
Bldg. C, Level 1, 808.923.0991, www.love-renaissance.com

SPOTLIGHT
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t h e  G u i d e

accessories, made-in-Hawaii products, 
ethnic foods and vintage antiques. 
Open three days a week, Wednesday 
through Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m., and 
Sunday from 6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Admis-
sion is $1 per adult, children 11 years 
and under are free. alohastadiumswap-
meet.net. Aloha Stadium, 99-500 Salt 
Lake Blvd., 808.486.6704.

Center of Waikiki—Built on the same 
site as one of the first theaters in 
Hawaii, the former historical building 
(built in 1936) has since been torn down 
to make way for this 30,000-square foot 
specialty retail center which includes 
Coco Cove, Rip Curl, Footlocker, 
California Pizza Kitchen and Atlantis 
Seafood & Steak as well as over 140 
cart vendors along Duke’s Lane.  2284 
Kalakaua Ave.

Duke’s MarketplaCe—Conveniently 
located in the the Center of Waikiki, 
this landmark marketplace has been 
around for over 30 years. Featuring 
over 100 kiosks and stores, visitors are 
sure to find various “aloha” souvenirs 
to take home.  2301 Kuhio Ave.

kahala Mall—One of Honolulu’s 
most prestigious shopping centers, 
Kahala Mall boasts more than 90 
shops, including an assortment of 15 
eateries, ranging from local snacks 

to fine restaurants, an eight-screen 
cinema and a wide range of services. 
kahalamallcenter.com. 4211 Waialae 
Ave., 808.732.7736.

koko Marina Center—Located in East 
Oahu, Koko Marina Center has been 
serving the community for 50 years. 
Discover assorted eateries, waterfront 
dining, locally owned boutiques and 
convenience retailers. The Center 
also offers an abundance of activities. 
Adventure seekers can indulge in any 
water sport activity under the sun while 
land lovers can catch the latest block-
buster film or squeeze in a workout. 
You can even pamper yourself with a 
refreshing salon experience or rejuve-
nating massage. For visiting guests, 
Koko Marina is only 20 minutes from 
Waikiki and on the way to Hanauma 
Bay. kokomarinacenter.com. 7192 
Kalanianaole Hwy., 808.395.4737.

luxury roW—Flagship boutiques 
include Tiffany & Co., Chanel, Gucci, 
Yves Saint Laurent, Coach, Bottega 
Veneta, Tod’s and Hugo Boss in a park-
like setting in Waikiki. luxuryrow.com. 
2100 Kalakaua Ave., 808.922.2246.

royal haWaiian Center—This newly 
renovated center covers three city 
blocks and boasts 100+ shops offer-
ing designer apparel and gifts. Harry 

Winston, Cartier, Hermes, Salvatore 
Ferragamo, and other classic luxury 
retailers are part of the mix, as well as 
coffee houses and numerous restau-
rants offering international cuisine over 
four levels. Within the complex is the 
Royal Grove, a stand of coconut trees 
once numbering in the thousands. The 
center’s free Hawaiian entertainment 
and cultural programs are well-known 
and well-attended. royalhawaiian-
center.com. 2201 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.922.2299.

Waikele preMiuM outlets—Discover 50 
designer and name-brand outlet stores 
with savings of 25 percent to 65 per-
cent everyday. Featuring A|X Armani 
Exchange, Adidas, Banana Republic, 
Barneys New York Outlet, BCBG Max 
Azria, Coach, Guess, Kate Spade New 
York, Nine West, Polo Ralph Lauren, 
Saks Fifth Avenue Off 5th and more. 
premiumoutlets.com. 94-790 Lumiaina 
St. West of Honolulu directly off H-1 
Freeway, Exit 7, Waipahu. 808.676.5656.

Waikiki BeaCh Walk—Forty specialty 
stores and many popular restaurants 
anchor the nearly 8-acre Waikiki Beach 
Walk in the heart of Waikiki. Among 
the attractions are Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House, Roy’s Waikiki and Kaiwa, a 
Tokyo teppan grill and sushi bar. 
Enjoy free weekly entertainment on 
Tuesdays, free yoga on the lawn on 
Wednesdays and a monthly concert 
series held every third Sunday of the 
month. waikikibeachwalk.com. 227 
Lewers St., 808.931.3591.

Waikiki shopping plaza—With a new ex-
pansion of the iconic five-story plaza on 
Waikiki’s central boulevard, you’ll find 
new stores including Victoria’s Secret 
and A|X Armani Exchange along with 
more than 100 shops and restaurants 
and visitor and travel services. waikiki-
shoppingplaza.com. 2250 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.923.1191.

WarD Village—Minutes from Waikiki, 
the popular Ward Centers offers more 
than 140 shops, 22 award-winning 
restaurants, and a state-of-the-art 
16-screen cinema and entertainment 
center. Free parking and the diversity 
of adjacent amenities (from TJ Maxx to 
Nordstrom Rack to L&L Drive-In and 
Kaka’ako Kitchen) make this a popular 
stop for locals and visitors. ward-
centers.com. 1240 Ala Moana Blvd., 
808.591.8411.

Precious Keepsakes
inspired by the ancient civilization known as Lemuria—also 
known as Mu—the sacred Jewels of Mu is a custom jeweler 
and diamond store that offers a meticulous selection of 18- 
karat-gold Hawaiian heirloom jewelry, precious gemstones, 
engagement rings, fine pearls and rare Hawaiian sunrise shell 
designs. Open from Mo. – su. from 10 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.  
227 Lewers st., 808.923.0777, www.jewelsofmu.com

SPOTLIGHT

E~OAHWM_160100_g-shopping.indd   28 11/30/15   5:23:47 PM



C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 L
E

S
P

O
R

T
S

A
C

26   W H E R E OA H U  W INTER/SPR ING 2016

Waikiki on the Beach, 2335 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.921.3400; Waikiki Beach Mar-
riott Resort & Spa 2522 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.922.8957; Ala Moana Center above 
Center Stage 1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 
808.944.9928

KAIMANA KEA—One of only a handful of 
exclusive Rolex boutiques in the U.S., 
this authorized Rolex dealer offers 
expert guidance on the purchase and 
care of the renowned Rolex watches. 
kaimana-kea.com. Royal Hawaiian Cen-
ter, 2301 Kalakaua Ave., 808.971.2986.

KOBE JEWELRY—One of Honolulu’s lead-
ing fi ne jeweler for more than 20 years 
features stunning pieces of gorgeous 
diamonds, precious gemstones and 
beautiful pearls. It is one of three stores 
on the island that sells the Pandora line.  
Royal Hawaiian Center, 2201 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.923.2282.

MAUI DIVERS JEWELRY—Maui Divers Jew-
elry is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
as the largest jewelry manufacturer 
in Hawaii. Founded in 1959, they are 
renowned for unique, high-quality 
handcrafted designs featuring pearls, 
precious corals, Hawaiian gold, dia-
monds and gemstones. The majority 
of Maui Divers’ jewelry is handcrafted 
from design sketch to casting to fi nal 

stone setting in the company’s world-
famous jewelry design center in Hono-
lulu. The company owns and operates 
52 locations—Maui Divers Jewelry, 
Island Pearls, Pick-A-Pearl and Maui 
Divers Jewelry Luxury Collection—on 
the four major Hawaiian Islands and in 
California and Guam. mauidivers.com. 
Ala Moana Center, 1450 Ala Moana 
Blvd., 808.949.0411; DFS Honolulu Air-
port - Central Concourse, 300 Rodgers 
Blvd., Bldg 342, 808.839.3655; Dole 
Plantation (three locations), 64-1550 
Kamehameha Hwy., 808.621.2772; 
Duty Free Galleria, 330 Royal Hawaiian 
Ave., 808.921.5838; Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, 2005 Kalia Rd., 808.941.2003; 
Downtown Honolulu, 1520 Liona St., 
808.946.7979; The Royal Hawaiian, 
2259 Kalakaua Ave., 808.926.4044; 
Sheraton Waikiki, 2255 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.923.1872; Waikiki Beach Marriott 
Resort & Spa, 2552 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.923.4801; Waikiki Beach Walk, 226 
Lewers St., 808.922.1468.

NA HOKU—Na Hoku captures the 
essence of Hawaiian lifestyle and 
tradition in its collection of fi ne jewelry. 
Hawaiian for “stars,” Na Hoku carries 
unique fi ne jewelry designed and made 
in Hawaii. You’ll fi nd original pieces 
set with Tahitian pearls, diamonds, 

and colored gemstones, as well as 
collections by renowned designers as 
Kabana, Steven Douglas, LeVian, and 
Asch/Grossbardt. The jewelry is de-
signed to accent the individuality and 
style of its wearer and will forever be a 
memento of the Islands. nahoku.com. 
Ala Moana Center, 1450 Ala Moana 
Blvd., 808.946.2100; Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, 2005 Kalia Rd., 808.942.4858; 
Outrigger Waikiki, 2335 Kalakaua Ave., 
808.922.0556; Waikiki Beach Walk, 
226 Lewers St. #112, 808.926.7700.;  
808.293.1231.

PHILIP RICKARD HONOLULU—Hawaiian 
heirloom jewelry is something every 
girl growing up in the Islands dreams 
of wearing one day. The design was 
made popular by Queen Liliuokalani, 
who was given a gold bracelet with 
her name engraved in Old English 
letters and etched with traditional 
Hawaiian motifs. Today, Philip Rickard 
is renowned for his Hawaiian heirloom 
jewelry designs, which have been 
worn by the likes of Gwen Stefani. 
philiprickard.com. Ala Moana Center, 
1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 808.946.6720. 
808.949.2141..

TIFFANY & CO.—The New-York based 
jeweler is internationally renown for 
engagement rings in classic settings, 
silver jewelry and charms, all elegantly 
wrapped in their signature blue box. 
You can also fi nd gifts for babies, an-
niversaries and other special occasions, 
and even gifts priced at $150 or less. 
tiffany.com. Luxury Row, 2100 Kalakaua 
Ave., 808.926.2600; Ala Moana Center, 
1450 Ala Moana Blvd., 808.943.6677.

Shopping Centers
ALA MOANA CENTER—Kukui trees, taro, 

lily ponds and a lively mix of retailers 
and restaurants make Ala Moana more 
than the largest open-air shopping 
mall in the world. Its 260+ stores 
and restaurants, and Center Stage 
entertainment, make it both a social 
and commercial commonplace. After 
the stores have closed, the nightlife 
and restaurants keep people coming. 
alamoanacenter.com. 1450 Ala Moana 
Blvd., 808.955.9517.

ALOHA STADIUM SWAP MEET—Featuring 
over 700 vendors, crafters and artists 
from all over the world, the Aloha Sta-
dium Swap Meet has become Hawaii’s 
biggest and most famous fl ea market. 
Shop for everything here: clothing, 

T H E  G U I D E

Bag of Joy
Local artist Colleen Wilcox has created an exclusive design for 
LeSportsac Hawai‘i. Translated “my happiness,” Ku‘u Le‘a por-
trays an island-inspired scenery. “I wanted to express my love 
for Hawai‘i and the source of the inspiration for my artwork,” 
Wilcox says. “I hope that this print conveys my appreciation 
of the beauty of the islands and allows the wearer to take a 
piece of tropical paradise with them.” www.lesportsac.com 

SPOTLIGHT
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Museums+Attractions
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The Waikiki aquarium is the second oldest aquarium in the country and home to thousands of native aquatic species. waikikiaquarium.org

Attractions
Battleship Missouri MeMorial 

(pearl harBor)—The USS Missouri, 
America’s last battleship, served her 
country through three wars, and is 
best known as the site of the signing 
of the Formal Instrument of Surrender, 
marking the end of World War II. Today, 
the “Mighty Mo” stands proudly 
overlooking her fallen sister ship, the 
USS Arizona, in Pearl Harbor. Visitors 
are welcome daily from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
(with extended hours during June, July 
and August). The “Mighty Mo Pass” is 
$25 per adult and $13 per child (ages 
4–12) and includes the choice of three 
optional tours. ussmissouri.org. 63 
Cowpens St., 808.455.1600.

DiaMonD heaD state MonuMent—
One of the most visited destinations 
on Oahu, offering a two-hour, 1.6 
mile hike from the inside of the crater 
to the summit. At the summit, hikers 
are awarded with the most breath-

taking views daily from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. There is limited parking during 
peak periods. To avoid crowds, 
opt to arrive between 1 p.m. and 4 
p.m. $5 per car, $1 per pedestrian. 
hawaiistateparks.org. Diamond Head 
Rd., 808.587.0300.

hanauMa Bay nature preserve—
Snorkelers of all levels of experience 
can explore this marine life conserva-
tion area. Stunning from the lookout 
and staggering beneath the water, the 
turtles, sea urchins, eels and a living 
coral forest are pure underwater eye 
candy. Daily except Tuesdays. Parking: 
$1 per car. General $7.50, children 12 
and under and Hawaii residents free 
with proof of residency. hanaumabay-
statepark.com. 7455 Kalanianaole 
Highway, 808.396.4229.

honolulu Zoo—A new lion was the 
summer headliner at the largest zoo 
within a radius of 2,500 miles. Honolulu 
Zoo is home to 1,000+ mammals, birds 

and reptiles, in habitats that include 
the African savanna, tropical forest, 
islands of the Pacific and the children’s 
zoo. Some of the endangered animals 
include the nene (Hawaiian goose), 
koloa maoli (Hawaiian duck) and the 
Sumatran tiger. honoluluzoo.org. 151 
Kapahulu Ave., 808.971.7171.

iolani palace—The royal palace is the 
former home of the Hawaiian monarchy 
and the only official royal residence in 
the United States. Self-guided audio 
tours: adults - $14.75 (+$1 for audio 
recording), youth ages 5-12 - $6 (+$1 
for audio recording). Reservations 
recommended for docent-led tours: 
adults - $21.75, youth - $6; Basement 
gallery exhibits: adults - $7, youth - 
$3. iolanipalace.org. 364 S. King St., 
808.522.0822.

pacific aviation MuseuM pearl 
harBor—Pearl Harbor gives Hawaii 
deep significance in aviation and world 
history, and this museum captures it. 

School of Fish
In 1990, the City and County of Honolulu had come up with a detailed 
plan to help restore the heavily visited O‘ahu attraction known as 
Hanauma Bay. Although an abundance of tourists still frequent the jew-
eled piece of East O‘ahu, an emphasis of visitor education prior to setting 
foot (or fin) along Hanauma Bay’s shore has allowed much of the marine 
life and environment to sustain and thrive. Closed on Tuesdays. 7455 
Kalanianaole Hwy., www.hanaumabaystatepark.com 

Royal Treasures
Established as a repository for 
the late Princess Bernice Pauahi 
Bishop’s treasured Hawaiian 
artifacts, the Bishop Museum has 
become a thriving educational  
facility that holds millions of 
Pacific Island objets d’art.
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Accessed by shuttles from the USS 
Arizona Memorial Visitor Center, the 
museum celebrates aviation history 
in the Pacific with exhibits of vintage 
aircraft, refurbished hangars and a 
recently approved renovation of the 
control tower that guarded Ford Island 
during the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941. pacificaviationmuseum.
org. Ford Island, 319 Lexington Blvd., 
808.441.1000.

Polynesian Cultural Center—
With its seven native island villages, 
a Hawaiian luau and “Ha: Breath of 
Life,” a Polynesian show, the PCC is 
a living museum and entertainment 
center. Daily except Sunday. polyne-
sia.com. 55-370 Kamehameha Hwy., 
808.293.3333.

uss arizona MeMorial (Pearl 
Harbor)—The largest visitor destina-
tion in Hawaii, the USS Arizona Memo-
rial is the final resting place for 1,117 of 
the ships’ crew who lost their lives on 
Dec. 7, 1941. Open daily from 7 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Tours of the Memorial are 
offered every 15 minutes from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Over 2,000 free tickets are 
available every day on a first come first 

serve basis. Half day and full day tours 
available. nps.gov. 1 Arizona Memorial 
Pl., 808.423.7300.

uss bowfin subMarine & MuseuM 
(Pearl Harbor)—Admission includes 
two tours. The Submarine Museum 
tour educates visitors of the history of 
undersea warfare and the USS Bowfin 
tour covers the Bowfin and how it 
became one of the most decorated 
submarines of WWII. Both tours in-
clude free self-guided narrated audio 
tours. bowfin.org. 11 Arizona Memorial 
Dr., 808.423.1341.

waikiki aquariuM —The second 
oldest aquarium in the country is 
world-renowned as the first facility in 
the world to successfully propagate 
the Chambered Nautilus. With a liv-
ing reef, monk seals, coral farm and 
reef exploration programs, plus Jun 
Kaneko ceramic sculptures flanking 
the entrance, it’s one of Oahu’s jew-
els. Open daily. wakikiaquarium.org. 
2777 Kalakaua Ave., 808.923.9741.

waiMea Valley—Waimea Valley is an 
1,875 acre privately-owned property, 
filled with native flora. The valley is rich 

in history and a culturally significant 
wahi pana (storied place). Experience 
Waimea Valley with a walk through a 
sacred ahupua`a (Hawaiian land divi-
sion that extends from the mountains 
to the sea). waimeavalley.net. 59-864 
Kamehameha Hwy., 808.638.7766.

Museums
berniCe PauaHi bisHoP MuseuM—In 

Honolulu’s Kalihi district, this recently 
renovated museum is the world’s most 
significant repository of Pacific and 
Polynesian artifacts, an imposing stone 
structure with more than 25-million 
artifacts in its collection. The museum 
is more than 100 years old and includes 
a planetarium, science center and pre-
cious artifacts from pre-contact times. 
bishopmuseum.org. 1525 Bernice St., 
808.847.3511.

Hawaii state art MuseuM—Houses 
a collection of work by Hawaii artists 
in a Spanish-Mission style building. 
Open Tuesday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Every first Friday of 
each month, stay late for their art gal-
lery walk. Free admission. Donations 
are accepted. sfca.hawaii.gov. No. 1 
Capital District Building, 250 S. Hotel 
St., 808.586.0900.

Honolulu MuseuM of art—Hawaii’s 
fine arts museum with a collection of 
60,000+ works, and its major strengths 
are in Asian art, European and 
American painting and graphic and 
decorative arts. The museum’s Hawai-
ian collections contain pieces from 
the time of the first European contact 
in Hawaii to today. Closed Mondays. 
honolulumuseum.org. 900 S. Beretania 
St., 808.532.8700.

Mission Houses MuseuM— Includes 
three missions houses that served 
as homes and workplaces of the first 
Christian missionaries in Hawaii. A 
library contains the earliest books 
printed in the Hawaiian language, 
and visiting exhibitions showcase 
American history. missionhouses.org. 
553 S. King St., 808.447.3910.

sPalding House—Formerly known as 
The Contemporary Art Museum, this 
is the only place in Hawaii devoted 
exclusively to contemporary art. 
Recently merged with the Honolulu 
Academy of Arts, you can now visit 
both museums with a single admis-
sion. honolulumuseum.org. 2411 
Makiki Heights Dr., 808.526.1322.

t h e  G u i d e

Diamond in the Rough
this mound-like, saucer-shaped crater was formed 300,000 
years ago after a volcanic eruption sent ash and debris into 
the air. After the materials settled, they cemented the crater 
together, sealing its secluded center, known today as the 
Diamond Head state Monument. today, visitors come to hike 
the steep and strenuous 0.8-mile trail, which was built in 1908. 
the hike trail entrance closes off to visitors after 4:30 p.m.
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boutiques with clothes and gifts at 
consignment prices, international cui-
sine and long-time family businesses. 
It’s just a few miles north of Waikiki.  

SoutheaSt Shore—East of Waikiki on 
Kalanianaole Highway is O‘ahu’s “Gold 
Coast,” with the ritzy communities 
of Kahala, Hawai‘i Kai and Portlock. 
Just past these million-dollar homes, 
the multi-lane highway evolves into 
a two-lane road, curving past sea 
cliffs of volcanic rock and some of the 
island’s best beaches. Past Hanauma 
Bay, the state’s top snorkeling spot, 
is Halona Blowhole, a lookout point 
with a geological marvel, where sea 
water is forced through a lava tube and 
shoots a stream of water 30 feet into 
the air. Nearby is a small cove, where 
the famous beach scene in From Here 
to Eternity was filmed. Makapuu Beach 
is popular with local bodysurfers, and 
there is a well-maintained hiking trail 
to the lighthouse on the adjacent cliff 
face that offers sweeping views of 
Windward Oahu.

Windward Oahu
Kailua Beach—With its steady breezes 

and sandy shoreline, Kailua is Oahu’s 
windsurfing capital. Take a lesson, rent 
equipment or just relax in the sand 
and gentle surf.  Located at the end 
of Kailua, turn right on Kalaheo Drive. 
Restrooms are available. kailuacham-
ber.com/. 

laniKai Beach—Lanikai’s turquoise 
waters, powdered-sugar sands and 
swaying palms rank this Windward 
beach among some of the best in the 
world.  Sheltered by a wide, protective 
offshore reef, this half-mile strand of 
beach provides ideal swimming condi-
tions, as well as kayaking, outrigger 
canoeing, sailing, surfing and windsurf-
ing. During the weekdays, the beach is 
relatively calm, but on weekends dur-
ing peak tourist season it can become 
extremely crowded. With the twin 
Mokulua Islands in the distance (both 
are seabird sanctuaries), Lanikai Beach 
truly lives up to its translated name of 
“heavenly sea.”  

Waikiki
WaiKiKi Beach—Waikiki Beach is perhaps 

the world’s most famous strip of sand 
and was once the playground for 
Hawaiian royalty. Translated, Waikiki 
means “spouting water,” a reference 

to the rivers and springs that once 
richly flowed into the area. Perhaps 
the world’s most famous strip of sand, 
Waikiki was once the playground for 
Hawaiian royalty. Kamehameha IV, 
Kamehameha V, Lunalilo, Kalakaua, 
Lili‘uokalani and Princess Ka‘iulani were 
among the reigning dignitaries who 
maintained residences in the area, 
enjoying moonlight horseback rides, 
exhilerating canoe races and carefree 
dips in the ocean. Today, the 2-mile 
stretch of white sand is lined with hotels 
and resorts, attracting millions of visi-
tors, who flock to the sun-kissed shores 
and warm waters to snorkel, take a surf 
lesson or ride an outrigger canoe.

West Oahu
Kaena Point—Located at the western-

most tip of the island, Ka‘ena Point 
is a relatively remote wild coastline 
that boasts a large sandy beach at 
Keawa‘ula Bay. Stroll along the 2.7-mile 
(one way) volcanic coast and discover 
tide pools, small natural stone arches 
and picturesque views of the Makua 
coastline. In the early morning, dolphin 
pods can be seen frolicking in the 
water, breaching the surface and  twist-
ing their bodies in mid-air. The area 
is also home to Kaneana, a sea cave 
that is said to have been the legendary 
home of Nanue, the shark man. End of 
Farrington Hwy. (Hwy. 930)  

MaKaha Beach—Makaha is found at the 
western tip of the Waianae Coast and 
is best known for its rolling winter surf. 
But in the summer, sea turtles, parrot 
fish, wrasses and other marine life are 
easily visible in the crystal clear blue 
waters. Alhough not on everyone’s 
itinerary of places to visit during their 
stay here, just 40 miles away from 
Honolulu is one of the most beautiful 
and underrated beaches of the island. 
Makaha Beach State Park, a popular 
weekend playground for locals, offers 
a wide range of water activities and 
ample sunbathing opportunities. Local 
surfers and body boarders flock to 
these waters for the challenging condi-
tions during the winter months. In the 
summer, the pristine turquoise water is 
ideal for snorkeling and wading. 

Public Transportation
the BuS—An easy, cost-effective, and 

environmentally-friendly way to get 
around the island is via TheBus, the 

island’s award-winning public trans-
portation system. Many routes depart 
frequently from Waikiki and stop at 
Oahu’s major attractions. Fares are the 
following: adults 17 and over: $2.50 
each way, seniors 65+ and people with 
disability: $1 each way, youths ages 
6-17, $1.25 each way. Each trip allows 
for one transfer. Visitors may also want 
to consider buying the four-day pass at 
$25 at ABC Stores and 7-Eleven stores. 
TheBus.org. For route and schedule 
information, call 808.848.5555. 

On the Strip
If you’re looking to ven-
ture for some local fare, 
yet don’t want to travel 
too far from your hotel 
room in Waikīkī, take a 
leisurely stroll to Honolulu 
Zoo and turn left onto 
Kapahulu Avenue. Lined 
with unique shops and 
some of the best local 
foods on the island, the 
Kapahulu strip is home 
to Ono Hawaiian Foods, 
Uncle Bo’s Pupu Bar & 
Grill and the legendary 
Leonard’s Bakery—a favor-
ite stomping ground for 
locals and tourists alike.

SPOTLIGHT
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