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Tucked away in the foothills of the Ko‘olau Mountains is a memorial 

park and shrine to peace, harmony and tranquility. The Byodo-In 

Temple opened in June 1968 to commemorate the centennial of 

the arrival of Japanese immigrants in Hawai‘i and is a replica of a 

1,000-year-old Buddhist temple in Japan, featuring a wooden statue 

of Buddha sitting on a gold-leaf lotus blossom and large ponds filled 

with colorful koi fish. Ring the 3-ton brass Peace Bell before enter-

ing the temple and strolling through the lush Japanese gardens. The 

beautiful grounds include a large reflecting pond, meditation niches, 

small waterfalls and spectacular views of the Ko‘olau mountains. 

47-200 Kahekili Hwy., 808.239.8811
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The only official royal residence in the United States, 

‘Iolani Palace is an elegant reminder of the grandeur of 

the Hawaiian monarchy. Meticulously restored to its 

former opulence, this National Historic Landmark in 

downtown Honolulu tells of a time when their Majesties, 

King Kalākaua, who built the Palace in 1882, and his sister 

and successor, Queen Lili‘uokalani, walked its celebrated 

halls. Walk in the footsteps of royalty on a docent-led or 

self-guided tour, and marvel at the unique and endemic 

architecture. Outfitted with electricity and telephones 

before the White House, the Palace, with its royal regalia, 

gothic-revival furnishings, deep Hawaiian woods, por-

traits of visiting dignitaries and artifacts, is a reminder 

of a significant and revered time in Hawaiian history.  

364 South King St., 808.522.0822, iolanipalace.org

Walk the nine-mile stretch around the westernmost tip of the island 

and you’ll see why this place was deemed so sacred. The mo‘olelo 

(oral history) of Hawaiian culture says that Ka‘ena Point was once 

the last home for passed loved ones before their souls departed from 

the earth. It’s also here where Laysan albatrosses spend their nesting 

season while rare and native plants, such as the ohai bush, blossom 

abundantly. Discover tide pools, small natural stone arches and 

picturesque views of the Makua coastline. A fisherman’s or hiker’s 

paradise, be wary of the water’s edge as dangerous rip currents can 

become instantly large and unpredictable.

End of Farrington Hwy. (Hwy. 930), Makua, hawaiistateparks.org 
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From powdery shores and dramatic coastlines to shimmering hues of deep turquoise and picturesque waves, 

O‘ahu is home to more than 130 beaches. Once frequented by Hawaiian royalty for its calming waters and sexy 

sunsets of deep orange hues, Waikīkī is ideal for sun-bathing, people watching, and beginners’ surfing and pad-

dling. If you have the chance, venture beyond the city as many other sandy shores beckon. To the east, the Ka 

Iwi Coastline features spectacular views and dangerous shore breaks at Sandy and Makapu‘u beaches. In between, 

Halona Beach Cove, pictured above, is better known as Eternity Beach because of its role in the classic “From 

Here to Eternity.” Windward O‘ahu’s Lanikai Beach and Kailua Beach Park are great for families and all-day-long 

barbecues. On the west side, Ko ‘Olina Resort’s tranquil lagoons are ideal for small children. Wave enthusiasts 

and surfers need to head out to the North Shore as it boasts some of the best (but dangerous) breaks in the world. 

From windward or leeward, this is an island of exceptional beauty and miles of enticing shorelines.
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For nearly 100 years, the Lyon Arboretum has 

increased the appreciation of the unique flora of 

Hawai‘i and the tropics, by conserving, curating, 

and studying plants and their habitats. Named 

after the late botanist and plant pathologist, Dr. 

Harold L. Lyon, the arboretum is visited by thou-

sands of students, researchers, volunteers, corporate 

and community groups whose mission is to learn, 

perpetuate and help protect the sanctity of Native 

Hawaiian horticulture and practices, such as the 

recently reopened lo‘i (taro field) and the construc-

tion of a new hale halawai (meeting house).   

3860 Mānoa Road, 808.988.0456, manoa.

hawaii.edu/lyonarboretum

Perched 1,000 feet over the peaks of the Ko‘olau Mountain Range, the 

overlook from these pali (cliffs) gives you an unparalleled view of the 

valleys, mountains and turquoise waters of O‘ahu’s windward side. At 

the Pali Lookout, you’re on top of the world. But beneath the beauty 

is a haunting twist: This is where a gruesome battle took place between 

King Kamehameha I and a rival chief, whose fight helped determine 

the fate of Hawai‘i. When thousands of warriors were pushed off the 

escarpment into the valley below, Kamehameha’s fate was sealed as the 

one who would unite the Islands. The view, the history and the strong 

gusts of wind, a signature of the Nu‘uanu Pali,  let you know without 

doubt that this is a place of power. Off Pali Hwy. (Hwy. 61)
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The graceful structure spans the mid-section of this sunk-

en ship, which remains the final resting place for many of 

the 1,177 crew who perished on Dec. 7, 1941. Open at  

7 a.m., the Visitor Center includes a collection of muse-

ums, interpretive centers and shops. Once you arrive, get 

the free boarding tickets for the memorial; there can some-

times be a wait, so it’s best to do this first and then view the 

exhibits and sights. Boat shuttles from the Pearl Harbor 

Visitor Center to the memorial leave regularly from 8 

a.m. to 3 p.m. daily. Come early, before the tour buses 

arrive. The Visitor Center is a connecting hub to other 

related attractions: The USS Bowfin submarine exhibit, 

the USS Missouri and the Pacific Aviation Museum.  

808.422.3300, nps.gov/valr

At the end of the celebrated and luxurious Waikīkī stretch is a world 

that belongs to 1,230 animals, including spider monkeys, endemic 

Native Hawaiian birds, a Malayan sun bear and an African lion. 

Located across the street from Queen’s Surf Beach, the site of the 

zoo was originally a marsh where Hawai‘i’s King Kalākaua kept his 

collection of exotic birds. The king later granted the land for use as 

a public park. In the early 1900s, the park’s administrator began col-

lecting wild animals to put them on display. As the number of ani-

mals grew, the city eventually took over the land and the Honolulu 

Zoo was born. Open daily from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

151 Kapahulu Ave., 808.971.7171, honoluluzoo.org
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