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Medicare enrollment starts on October 15. 
For more information, call (808) 780-7989, 
go to www.sbchi.com, or visit SBC’s offi  ce in 

Honolulu at 1585 Kapiolani Blvd., 
Suite 1020.

When Vance Kobayashi was off ered 
a job to work at an investment fi rm in 
San Francisco, he was ecstatic. As he had 
secured the position before he graduated 
from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 
in the fall of 2000, all he needed to 
do was graduate and make the big 
move. But as the dot-com bubble 
had just burst, Kobayashi’s new 
position with the company 
began to shift. Soon after 
Kobayashi received word that 
his start date would be pushed 
back to June 2001, he was given 
devastating news. “They took 
back the off er,” Kobayashi said 
with a wince. “I was so disappointed 
because I didn’t have anything else lined up. 
It was a defi nite setback.”

Despite the unexpected 
disappointment, he still felt the urge to 
move to the mainland and pursue a career 
in fi nance. He waited until two weeks prior 
to his move to Los Angeles before he fi nally 
told his parents about his big venture. They 
were worried at fi rst but ultimately gave 
their blessing, as he reassured them that he 
would move back home in three months if 
it wasn’t meant to be. “I wanted to just try 

it out, as I would have always wondered what 
could have been,” said Kobayashi. 

It’s a good thing he took a chance, 
because for the next decade Kobayashi gained 
experience from working in several fi nance 
positions, eventually working his way up to 
becoming a senior trading associate at Coast 
Asset Management in Santa Monica, California. 
Along with settling down and having two kids 
with his wife Etsuko, things were looking up 
in his life. Then suddenly another curveball 
hit when his father, Ivan Kobayashi, became 
ill with anemia. After discussing their options, 
Vance and Etsuko Kobayashi decided to 
move back home to be closer to his family. As 
Ivan Kobayashi’s condition worsened, Vance 
Kobayashi transitioned into his father’s line of 
work in insurance and Medicare consulting. 

There was just one gripe for Vance 
Kobayashi: he hated sales. “I’m reminded 

of a used-car salesman when I think of 
sales,” laughed Vance Kobayashi, “but 
eventually I was OK because I wanted 
to use my job to help people.” With 
a mission to help rather than just 
sell, Vance Kobayashi has been able 

to assist his clients navigate through 
the ever-changing Medicare world. He 

grew to love his job at Senior Benefi ts 
Consultants (SBC)—a sister company to Ivan 

Kobayashi’s Insurance Benefi ts Consultants—
and became inspired to use his experience in 
business and analytics to help Hawaii’s elders.

Vance Kobayashi’s job of service soon 
became his life and passion. In his spare time, he 
takes photos of senior citizens who are interested 
in having their portraits taken. He pitched the 
idea to Lanakila Meals on Wheels’s program 
manager Lisa Letoto-Ohata while they were 
both volunteering at a senior fair back in April. 
Through coordination with Meals on Wheels 
and other senior facilities throughout the island, 

Vance Kobayashi was able to organize and 
take over 150 portraits within two months.

“They get all dressed up and enjoy 
having their photo taken,” said Vance 
Kobayashi as he wipes away a few tears. 
“I’ve had some seniors say that they’re going 
to use it for their funeral and that they’re 
happy to have this available so people can 
remember them how they were.”

As for the future, Vance Kobayashi 
hopes to set an example for his three 
children by continuing to assist both his 
clients and the people of Hawaii in general. 
“There’s two things I like to live by—one is 
called magokoro, which means sincerity in 
Japanese, and the other is gratitude. As long 
as I’ve helped people fi nd their best options, 
then I know I’ve done my job.”

By Kristen Nemoto Jay
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One-time & Long Term
Group and Private
Reasonable Rates

Learn Ukulele from
Master Musicians
Benny Chong / Bryan Tolentino
Kalei Gamiao / Dr. Trey
Byron K. Yasui

PoePoe
1750 Kalakaua Ave. 206
808-312-4381

www.poepoehcc.com
info@poepoehcc.com

110th anniversary event!!

9:00am~10:30am
*Calligraphy
*Kendo
*Tai Chi
*Temple Tour
*Yoga

Wahiawa Hongwanji (808) 622-4320
1067 California Ave. Wahiawa, HI 96786

*Bazzar
*Food
*”Old Time” Kid Games
*Tour of Ho ‘ala School

OPEN HOUSE

FUN TIME
10:30am~1:00pm

WAHIAWA HONGWANJI
A Life of Gratitude

Oct. 20th Saturday


