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musings
Entertaining Thoughts

Students, aspiring choreographers and 
dancers alike will showcase their gift of 

movement at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa’s Ernst Lab Theatre. 

By Kristen Nemoto

Fall in Love
with Dance
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FROM OCTOBER 7 through 11, dance enthusiasts 
and spectators will get a special glimpse into 
a dancer’s world as the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mānoa’s Department of Theatre and Dance 
presents its annual Fall Footholds production. 
Held every fall at the Earle Ernst Lab Theatre, 
Fall Footholds will showcase a variety of theatric 
and artistic dance performances that upholds the 
epitome of innovation and imagination. 

“It’s been in full swing since I came aboard 
in 1991,” says professor Gregg Lizenbery, UH 
Mānoa’s Director of Dance and Graduate Dance 
Advisor. “And it’s only grown since then. It’s 
quite amazing how much talent we’ve seen over 
the years.”

A month prior to the Fall Footholds 
production, a panel of judges from the dance 
department, along with some handpicked 
non-university members within the dance 
community, sit through over 60 two-minute dance 
auditions. It’s via this process that helps panel 
members discuss and debate their top handful 
of performances that have set a new standard for 
artistic expression through the art of dance.

When it comes to deciding Fall Footholds’ 
top picks, assistant professor Amy Lynn Schiffner 
is especially excited to hear what other members 
within the dance department have to say about 
the performances — especially when they don’t 
necessarily agree. 

“That’s what helps us all, as artists, to 
continually strive for evolvement and creation,” 
beams Schiffner. “I’ve been asked by so many 
students about whether I can give them a hint of 
a ‘criteria’ to abide by when it comes to why we’ve 
chosen this performance and not that one … And 
I have to say that there is no real set list. If there 
were, and we all had the same tastes, then there 
would be a preference and there wouldn’t be any 
room for creativity and balance.”

One thing that Schiffner and Lizenbery 
both agree upon is the emotional moment that 
overcomes them when they see some of their 
students’ talents evolve and shine on the very stage 
that they began teaching them.

“That’s part of the fun process is watching 
them adapt their pieces and make it work,” 
Lizenbery says. “They learn how to deal with the 
production side of performances. When that pink 
lighting looks horrible on the orange costume, 
[they’ll adapt]. [They’ll also] converse with other 
dancers and work on the choreography to get 
that overall aesthetic that they want to get across 
to the audience. And that’s the most important 
thing: to be able to communicate your thoughts 
into a short two to three-minute performance.”

Along with condensing and creating a niche 
performance that’s memorable enough to leave 
audience members breathless in their seats, 
Schiffner is also excited to see aspiring artists at 
the “ground floor” of what their ideas and notions 
are about themselves, their culture and community.

“It’s a way to tap into something that’s living 
right in front of you,” she says. “That’s so exciting 
for anyone of any age to see these people in a 
very pivotal time within their lives; and you get to 
witness that. There’s something in that that’s so 
powerful. It’s reflective in its own moment, and it’s 
fleeting and it’s passing. And you just don’t want 
to miss it.”

For tickets to see UH Mānoa’s Fall Footholds 
production, go to etickethawaii.com or call944.2697. 
Tickets are also available at the Kennedy Theatre  
box office.

“That’s so
exciting,
for anyone
of any age
to see these
people in a
very pivotal
time within
their lives ...
And you just
don’t want
to miss it.”
This biannual dance 
concert features the 
culmination of years 
of preparation and 
dedication. Tickets 
go on sale Sept. 14. 
Following the show 
on Friday, Oct. 9, 
performers will host 
a Q&A session. 


