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Casting a 
New Angle

Sansei Seafood Restaurant & 
Sushi Bar lures in guests with its 

‘New Wave’ menu items

HAWAI‘I
TO HAVANA

Discovering the 
aloha spirit in this 
Caribbean island 

CROWNING  
VICTORY 

Top surfers look to 
ride epic waves on 

the North Shore  

SCIENCE 
PROJECT

Kailua High School 
gains new state-of-

the-art facility
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✽ MUSINGS

For more than 10 years, 
J.J. Feurer, Kailua High 
School’s science department 
chair, has dreamt about a 
dedicated facility that could 
provide optimal science 
courses for his students.

“I guess I must have 
taught about every science 
class,” says Feurer with a 
chuckle as he recalls his 
years of teaching at Kailua 
High School. He gradu-
ally noticed signs of the 

facility. Soon, their conver-
sations became testimonies 
at the Capitol, in hopes 
that officials would grant 
them their wish of a suf-
ficient space for learning.  

Then in 2009, with the 
support of local district 
legislators, Kailua High 
School received funds from 
the Department of Educa-

times when his classroom 
started to fall behind in the 
school’s curriculum. “Aged 
and inadequate facilities 
restricted the programs. We 
wanted a space that could 
give our kids opportunities 
for success.”

In 2005, KHS’s science 
department began discus-
sions about their ideal 

Science Project
Experiments and college credits abound as 
Kailua High School’s new science building 
creates more opportunities for its students. 
by Kristen Nemoto

(Top right) Kailua 
High School’s new 
modern science 
building. (Below) 
Local district legisla-
tors flank principal 
Francine Honda 
(third from left) dur-
ing the grand open-
ing on April 11.
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tion to begin planning for 
a new science building. 

“(The state senators) 
realized the positive impact 
this new facility would 
have on our school com-
munity and worked hard 
to promote and obtain 
funding.” Feurer says.

With the help of com-
munity partners, such as 
the John A. Burns School 
of Medicine and Hawai‘i 
Pacific University, Kailua 
High School collaborated 
with Architecture Plus 
Inc. to design a space that 
worked cohesively with the 
school’s educational goals. 

Finally on April 11, the 
Kailua High School Natural 
Science Lab Building 
opened its doors. Teachers, 
students and local legislators 
got to tour the two-story, 
over 18,000 square-foot 

space for the first time, com-
plete with four classrooms, 
two computer labs and an 
aquaculture multi-use area. 

“What’s kind of neat is 
that we worked together to 
install a modern facility but 
one that still has ties to its 

past,” says Gary Kawakami, 
principal of Architecture 
Plus Inc., as he explains 
the connection between 
KHS’s Natural Science 
Lab Building’s aquaculture 
tanks located on the first 
floor — which house four 
2,100-gallon fish tanks 

— to its future plans for 
a taro lo‘i that the science 
department has in mind. 
“I think the space will help 
the students to become 
open to new opportunities 
of learning.”

Feurer is excited for his 
students to be able to have 
the chance to work with 
state-of-the-art science 
equipment, especially in 
preparation for a college 
education. This year, KHS 
will offer dual credit cours-
es, which allow students 
to take courses that double 
up as both high school and 
college credits.

“They really have a 
renewed passion for learn-
ing.” Feurer says. “And if 
they want to engage in a 
big research project, they 
can do it. They’ve got all 
that stuff right here.”✽

(Top) School of-
ficials, legislators, 
students and com-
munity members 
browse around the 
building’s fish tanks. 
(Above) Legislators 
get a feel for the 
new computer lab.

“They really have a 
renewed passion for 
learning ... if they 
want to engage in a 
big research project 
... they’ve got all that 
stuff right here.”
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